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A Community Event To Celebrate Women’s Suffrage 

 In 1920 women received the right to vote after years of protests, letter writing, and making their 

voices heard. One hundred years later, women in Washington County will pay tribute to those who 

stood up in the past to make our present day better.  On Sunday, March 8 from 2-4 pm, the Washington 

County Democratic Committee will hold a nonpartisan event  -- the Suffragists’ Tea celebrating the 

Centennial Celebration of Women’s Suffrage.  

 According to Donna Patrina, Event Chairwoman, “We decided to have this commemoration on 

International Women’s Day and to invite all women (and men) to join in this special event.  The tea will 

be held at the historic George Washington Hotel in downtown Washington. We will have a variety of 

finger sandwiches, teas, and cookies. Our program will include a presentation from Clay Kilgore from the 

Washington County Historical Society on Charlotte LeMoyne Mills, a local woman who helped in the 

early days of women’s organizing to get the vote. In addition, local Pittsburgh actress and writer Yvonne 

Hudson will give a portrayal of Jennie Bradley Roessing, a Pittsburgh suffragist who was instrumental in 

the women’s movement in western PA and throughout the state.”  

Those in attendance will have the opportunity to view various displays and information on the 

time period and learn about some of the many women involved in the suffrage movement.  Committee 

members Ann Shaner and Susan Bender, spent hours making sashes like the women in the 1900s wore 

for the suffrage movement. Shaner said, “The women in America wore sashes with gold, white and 

purple cloth. Gold is for hope, white is for purity and purple means loyalty. We’re hoping many will wear 

those colors with the sashes.” 

Jazz musicians from the Washington Jazz Orchestra will perform and after the educational 

presentations and socializing, there will be a small march and rally with the attendees marching 

together from the hotel to the pavilion on Main Street to celebrate those who came before and 

encourage today’s women to keep fighting for further equal rights for all. Patrina said, “If someone can’t 

make it to the tea, she or he can join us for the march down Main Street.  We’ll be leaving the George 

Washington Hotel about 4 p.m.”  

Women attending can wear period clothing, if they wish, and purchase a sash for $10 and the 

event cost is $25. Reservations can be made online https://secure.actblue.com/donate/suffragisttea or 

by mailing a check made payable to Washington County Democratic Committee and sending it to WCDC, 

PO Box 4093, Washington, PA 15301. Reservations should be made by Feb. 29, 2020.  
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